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Music contained in the previous Numbers op 
the " Musical Times." 
No. 1 — In these delightful pleasant groves - - Purcell 
2— Hear my prayer, O Lord ----- Winter 
3 — Soon as I careless stray'd ... - Festa 

Hail I all hail! thou merry month of May - Weber 
4 — Thou art gone to the grave ... - Beethoven 

Hear what God the Lord ----- V. Novello 

5 — Hail! smiling morn ------ SpofTorth 

6— Let all men praise the Lord ... - Mendelssohn 

Forgive, blest shade ------ Dr. Calcott 

7— Four rounds, for three voices 

8 — Call to remembrance ----- Farrant 

9 — pleasures of Innocence - - - - From the German 

Amidst the myrtles ----- Battishill 

10— Teach me, O Lord Rogers 

11— Here in cool grot Lord Momington 

12— My God, look upon me - John Reynolds 

13— Oh, Nanny, wilt thou gang with met Carter & Harrison 

H| When winds breathe soft .... Webbe 

16 — Soldiers, brave and gallant be ... Gastoldi 

17 — All people that on earth ----- Tallis 
18 — Sweet honey-sucking bees (1st Part) - - Wilbye 
19 — Vital Spark ... harmonized by Novello 
201 Sweet honey-sucking bees (2nd part) - - Wilbye 
21/ Now pray we for our Country ... Eliza Flower 

22 — Now the bright morning star ... GrevUle 

23 — Thine, O Lord, is the greatness - - - Kent 
24 — Just like Love ----- Davy & Novello 

25 — In Judah God is known Mendelssohn 

26— Maidens fair of Padua's City - Gastoldi 

27— And he shall purify ..... Handel 

28— To Woden's Hall Purcell 

29— Lord for thy tender mercies' sake - - - Farrant 

AH communications of the progress of Singing Class 
Teaching, addressed to the Editor of the Musical 
Times, 69, Dean Street, Soho, or 24, Poultry, will be 
interesting. 



THE PROFESSORSHIP OF MUSIC IN THE 
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 

We ( The Daily News) find, in the Scotsman 
a few days back, a report of the proceedings of 



the Edinburgh Town Council, containing the 
following paragraph : — 

" Music Class Rooms in the University. — 
A report was read from the College Committee, 
as to the expense that had been incurred in fitting 
up a class-room in the University for Professor 
Donaldson, professor of music. This amounted, 
at 1st February last, to 215?. 14s. 9d. ; but since 
that time, some additional expense had been 
incurred. The trustees of the Reid fund having 
come to a decision that they would not be justi- 
fied in applying any portion of it for that purpose, 
Professor Donaldson was requested to make 
arrangements for the payment of the amount in 
such way as he might deem advisable. The 
College Committee having since conferred with 
Professor Donaldson upon the subject, and having 
found with regret that no further steps had been 
taken in the matter, they recommended that the 
magistrates and council should call upon that 
gentleman to take steps for refunding the money 
to the College revenue, and at the same time, 
state to the Senatus Academicus that, until this 
be done, the patrons of the University must, of 
necessity, refrain from making any repairs or im- 
provements that may be requested by the pro- 
fessors. This report was approved of — several 
members of council taking the opportunity of 
strongly animadverting on the shabby conduct of 
the professors in reference to the administration 
of the Reid bequest, as regarded the Chair of 
Music." 

This is a matter which deserves a few words 
of explanation and comment. It is well known 
that General Reid, a distinguished officer and 
enthusiastic lover of music, bequeathed the re- 
version of his fortune, after the death of a relative, 
to the University of Edinburgh, declaring that 
the principal object of the bequest was the foun- 
dation of an academical chair of the science of 
music in that university. This will was made, 
we understand, more than forty years ago ; but 
the person who had the life interest in the tes- 
tator's estate survived him many years; and it 
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was only in 1838 that the fund, amounting to 
about 70,000/., came into the possession of the 
university. The will, which is in the form of a 
deed of trust, declares that it was made, " in the 
first place, for establishing and endowing a pro- 
fessorship of music in the College and University 
of Edinburgh;" and directs the principal and 
professors of the college to "give stability, res- 
pectability, and consequence to the establish- 
ment, and thereby carry my intentions into 
effect." It declares that the salary of the pro- 
fessor shall be at least 300/. per annum ; and 
makes many careful provisions for the qualifi- 
cations of the professor, and the due discharge of 
his duties. Having thus anxiously provided for 
the accomplishment of his primary object, the 
testator left the remainder of the fund to the 
disposal of the principal and professors, without 
specific provisions ; but evidently, from the whole 
tenour of the document, for the good of the 
university as a public institution. The first step 
taken by the professors, in the execution of their 
trust, was to determine that the salary of the 
musical chair should be restricted to the minimum 
of 300/. ; adhering to the letter of the will, but 
departing widely from its spirit. In the present 
state of musical education in this countiy, the 
formation of an academic musical class, remu- 
nerating the professor by the payment of fees, must 
be slow and gradual ; and therefore the " stability, 
respectability, and consequence" of the musical 
chair must, in the meantime, depend on its fixed 
salary being sufficient to render it worth the 
acceptance of a gentleman eminent for musical 
science. When, therefore, the university autho- 
rities, immediately on receiving possession of a 
revenue of above 3000/. per annum, under a 
trust, the primary object of which was the esta- 
blishment of this musical chair, fixed its salary 
at the minimum amount of 300/., the.ir conduct 
excited general astonishment, and effectually 
damped the ardour of competition for the pro 
fessorship. The first professor was Mr. John 
Thomson (the son of Dr. Andrew Thomson, the 
late eminent divine), a young man who had 
shown much talent as a composer; but his ill 
health disabled him from performing his duties, 
and he died soon after his appointment. His 
successor was Sir Henry Bishop, whose accept- 
ance of the office caused more surprise than his 



resignation of it, after he had held it but a few 
months ; a step which was generally understood 
to have been caused by the obstacles thrown in 
the way of his making it a post of usefulness. 
The present professsor, Mr. Donaldson, is an 
amateur, and a member of the Edinburgh bar ; 
desirous to perform the duties of his office, he 
proceeded, during the last season, to deliver a 
course of academic lectures, for which purpose 
a class-room in the college-buildings was assigned 
to him, and fitted up (as appears from the Town 
Council proceedings above quoted) at an expense 
of above 215/. The Town Council of Edinbugh 
are the patrons of the college, and the " college 
committee" of the Town Council defrayed that 
expense in the first instance, taking it for granted, 
of course, that they would be reimbursed out of 
the " Reid fund." The trustees of the Reid fund 
(that is, the professors of the university), have 
refused to pay this money ; and Professor Donald- 
son (it appears) has been called upon to " make 
arrangements for the payment of it;" in other 
words — to pay it out of his own pocket I 
"Several members of the council," says the 
report of their proceedings, " strongly animad- 
verted on the shabby conduct of the professors" 
in reference to this matter ; and no wonder — it 
is evident they are flagrantly violating their trust. 
Its primary object is " the establishment and 
endowment of a Professorship of Music in the 
University of Edinburgh ;" and the trustees are 
directed to " give stability, respectability, and 
consequence to the establishment, and thereby 
carry my intentions into effect;" directions which 
they have obeyed, in the first place, by paying 
out of some 3000/. a year, not the salary fixed 
by the testator, but the amount which he declared 
to be the minimum, trusting that they would 
make it adequate to the respectability and im- 
portance of the office ; and in the next place, by 
refusing to pay out of the fund, what was requi. 
site for fitting up the professor's lecture-room- 
Some idea of the disposal of the remainder of 
the large fund in their hands may be formed from 
the fact, that the other day, 250/. a year was 
given out of it as a retiring pension to a super- 
annuated professor. Some people may say that 
a professorship of music in an university is a 
useless thing, and may appeal to the sinecures of 
Oxford and Cambridge. But such an opinion 
will hardly go down, now that the advantages of 
sound musical instruction are more and more 
generally understood. — Daily News. 



